FDA licensure of NEUMEGA to prevent severe chemotherapy-induced thrombocytopenia.
This paper discusses background information and the body of clinical data that has been accumulated to demonstrate the efficacy and safety of NEUMEGA (recombinant human interleukin 11) when used to prevent severe chemotherapy-induced thrombocytopenia and reduce the need for platelet transfusions in patients with nonmyeloid malignancies. NEUMEGA is recommended to be used at a dose of 50 microg/kg s.c. once daily starting the day after chemotherapy ends until a platelet count of 50,000 cells/microl is achieved after the expected nadir.